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After you pick your curriculum and decide on your schedule, you and your child can make a simple chart to communicate these goals. A “Goal Chart” sample is attached.  Plan to be flexible by letting the children decide the momentum of certain learning experiences.  For example, you can let creative interest bloom in your child by doing some unplanned things that are not in the textbooks nor on the schedule, but are inspired by them.  If a child is learning about measurements, for instance, and they remember that you use a nifty measuring chart in the kitchen, it’s OK to pull it out and see if a meaningful discussion can begin. The rule of thumb is to not allow these good “diversions” to steer you away to often from the curriculum or schedule so much that you don’t complete the core of your curriculum.  When these “fun” times occur, excuse parts of the formal assignment for that day. It is important to break goals up into small, achievable steps which are based upon every child’s individual learning style and abilities.  Use the online Learning Style Survey at www.metamath.com/lsweb/dvclearn.htm to identify your child’s learning style and recommended strategies to help them learn.  At the same time, let yourself be guided by the publishers’ directives. Also, keep in mind that your goal is to build your portfolio, contemporaneously (or as-it-happens).  This flexibility is part of the effectiveness of homeschooling and inspires creativity and love of learning. Remember that your curriculum, your schedule and the communication between you and your family are the pieces in a good homeschooling foundation.  Pray often for wisdom and God’s help.
*******************CONTENTS OF THIS PACKET **********************
First Day of School Plan    A real-life, first day of school scenario/schedule to walk your child through and work out the bugs of the school schedule you have adopted. This first day is a combination of explaining your expectations, practicing the schedule, and completing any general assignments that can be easily done.  Pay attention to 
details, have some fun and let the children ask questions and make suggestions on this first day.  Verify that supplies are on hand, or even use this day to go pick them up as you all take inventory and the school work area. Practice the schedule.

Student Supplies & Office

List of required school supplies & description of a student office 

Assignments



Description of quality work habits for assignments and grading
Portfolio Guidelines


Description and guidelines for a good Portfolio of student work
Testing



Options for required testing and tests’ descriptions
Goal Chart for students

Daily record for students’ use.  Keep in your Portfolio.  

Discipline



Discipline is what we do FOR our children.
Book Report Grading Guidelines
To use for grading a Book Report, by analyzing its stages
Grade Point Average: GPA

Guideline and Description of Grade Point Average scores
Monthly Report


To make copies for Monthly Reporting (copy is on website also)
People in Common/Socialization
Homeschoolers, Socialization Study 

Should an official of a governmental agency come to your home to inquire as to why your children are home during the day, give them my phone number and politely but persistently tell them to call the Director for answers to ANY questions.  Do not let them in your home, do not answer any questions, get their business card and direct them to call me for any questions Please call me immediately to inform me of the situation.                                                           9.08
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